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As I reflect on this past year I am so thankful for all the members that contribute in some way to PMTA. I 
am especially thankful for the board members who are willing to put in the extra time that benefits all of us. 
Without teachers volunteering, PMTA would simply not exist. At our May luncheon I shared a story I found 
that I would like to share again for all members to benefit from. 
 
“There was a man taking a morning walk at or the beach. He saw that along with the morning tide came 
hundreds of starfish and when the tide receded, they were left behind and with the morning sunrays, they 
would die. The tide was fresh and the starfish were alive. The man took a few steps, picked one and threw it 
into the water. He did that repeatedly. Right behind him there was another person who couldn't understand 
what this man was doing. He caught up with him and asked, "What are you doing? There are hundreds of 
starfish. How many can you help? What difference does it make?" This man did not reply, took two more 
steps, picked up another one, threw it into the water, and said, "It makes a difference to this one." 

PMTA truly thrives on our volunteers. If each one of us contributes to PMTA in some way whether big or 
small, it does not matter. If everyone made a small difference, we would end up with a BIG difference! What 
difference are you making? 

Thank you to everyone who makes a difference!   

Jennifer Foxx  
PMTA President 
 

 

P.S. This will be PMTA’s last newsletter. All announcements and such will be posted in our bi-monthly 
email blast. If you need to update your email information, please contact Annie Taylor and Genny Rafferty. 
(See 3rd page for contact info) 
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The Celebration of Music  this year was an exciting and 
memorable event. It took place on March 31st and April 1st, 
2012, and was hosted by the Steinway Piano showroom. There 
were 15 teachers participating, and 42 registered students. We 
had an exciting team of judges: Dr. Mandarin G. Cheung-
Yueh, Diana Galindo and Fei Xu, and we can be proud of our 
knowledgeable teachers and talented students, who received 
many well deserved compliments from all members of the 
judges panel. 
 
All students received Certificates of Award at the ceremony 
following the competition by divisions. A total number of 
winners were 21; all received a monetary award. In addition, 
all Superior and Superior with Distinction winners (14 
students) received trophies. 

Student Recital Series   

-November 5, 2011; Steinway; 11 performers; 4 teachers 

-December 10, 2011; GCC; 10 performers; 4 teacher 

-March 10, 2012; Steinway; 17 performers; 7 teachers 

-May 5, 2012; GCC; 25 performers; 9 teachers 

There were a total of four recitals, two at Steinway Piano 
Showroom in Scottsdale and two at Glendale Community 
College.   Seventeen teachers and sixty-three performers 
participated.  All recitals were held on Saturday. 
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 Vocal Events- Our spring recital was given on Saturday, 
March 24, 2012 at Steinway Piano Showroom.  Following the 
recital, a Festival/Master Class was held at the same 
location.  The judge for the Master Class was Stephen 
Crawford.  Stephen has a private vocal studio in Paradise 
Valley and is on the adjunct faculty of Scottsdale Community 
College.  Stephen is a graduate of the Hartt School of Music 
where he earned a Bachelor of Music in Choral 
Music/Conducting/Voice.  He is a member of the National 
Associaiton of Teachers of Singing (NATS).   
 
Stephen evaluated the student's performances and assigned 
points.  Those receiving 90-100 points were given Superior 
With Honors Ribbons.  Those receiving 80-89 points were 
given Superior Ribbons.  

Arizona Study Program 
The annual ASP report will be in the next PMTA yearbook.  We’d just 
like to thank all the teachers who worked in one capacity or the other 
to make this another successful year.  Everyone is super busy but 
those who arrange their schedules to help sometime throughout the 
year are real treasures.  THANK YOU! 
 
Thankfully, several of you have offered to help.  Below are some 
positions we will need.  Some have been filled; others need someone 
to volunteer.  We will work with you until you know what is expected 
or if you have any concerns.  Just let us know what you would be 
interested in doing.  All positions can develop their own committees if 
desired. 
 
Judges Coordinator:   
-Contact and hire judges 
-Order checks and write thank you notes 
-Update judge’s notebook if necessary 
 
Packet 2 Coordinator: 
-Assemble packet 2 and mail 
 
Monitor Coordinator: - Gail Chang 
-Contact teachers for monitor position once Packet 2 has been sent.  
-Make signs and post where needed. 
-Make sure all positions are covered during evaluations. 
 
Level 12 Coordinator: 
-Collect Level 12 forms from teachers 
-Order checks for 12A students and write note card for each student 
-Order plaques for all level 12 students 
 
Food Coordinator: (may need two - one for SCC and one for AZ 
Piano) 
-Figure out what’s needed 
-Buy food or assign teachers to bring food 
-Arrange snack and lunch times during evaluations 
 
Set up Coordinator:  (may need two - one for SCC and one for AZ 
Piano) 
-Check facilities for number of rooms 
-Make and post door signs 
-Make sure everything’s ready on evaluation days 
 
Material Distributors  
Jo Ann Smelser, Gail Quackenbush, Eleanor Johnson, Carol Hill 
(Joy Baber has “retired” and Eleanor has graciously taken over 
materials for the East side.  Thank you, Joy, for your many years of 
service.  And thank you, Eleanor, for being so willing to help.) 
 
This is part of what the ASP chairs have done for years but we can’t 
keep going forever.  We need your help!  We’ll continue to take 
enrollments, check Program Forms, make the schedule and compile 
results.  As you can see by this breakdown, though, there are several 
areas where a person or small committee can help.  Please contact one 
of us if you would like to help. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Hill and Bobbi Stoutenburgh 

Thank you to everyone who attended and 
participated in our annual luncheon this year.  

 
A special thanks to Bobbi Stoutenburgh! 
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2011-2012 Board of Directors 
 

ELECTED OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT   Jennifer Foxx  623-692-8593  jennifer@foxxpiaonostudio.com 

 

PRESIDENT-ELECT  Sharon Lamb  602-330-9844  sharon@coldwatermusicschool.com 

V.P. OF STUDENT ACTIVITIES Sarah Elliott   602-334-9898  sarah.s.elliott@gmail.com  
60 

V.P. OF TEACHER ACTIVITIES Janet Abel  602-672-7616  janetabel@msn.com 
 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Annie Taylor  602-695-4062  desertfairy82@hotmail.com 
 

RECORDING SECRETARY  Jennifer Eisel  480-451-7580  JenniEisel@aol.com 
 

TREASURER   Georgia Sears  602-405-8935  georgiag1@cox.net 

 
ADVISORY POSITION 

 

PAST PRESIDENT   Barbara Tilson 
 

PARLIAMENTARY/ADVISORY Gail Quackenbush  623-877-1219  gailspiano@cox.net 
 

 
 
 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

 

Student Events 
FALL FESTIVAL   Tatyana Eldridge  480-684-2740  tanyaeldridge@cox.net 

    Bobbi Stoutenburgh  602-439-2024  bobbist@cox.net 
 
 

MUSIC AT THE MALL  Becky Bender  602-439-0848  dandbbender@cox.net 
 

    Muriel Long  623-374-2555  murielgail@cox.net 
 
 

PIANO ENSEMBLE  Susan Shiner  602-992-3351  shinermusic@cox.net 
   

CELEBRATION OF MUSIC   Yelena Golberg  480-419-4162  lettofun@hotmail.com 
 

STUDENT RECITAL SERIES  Gloria Elliott  623-466-7447  gelliott50@aol.com 
 

VOCAL STUDENTS  Betty Campbell  602-938-0838  bjcamp4@msn.com 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP   Liz Owens  602-404-0533  lizmo1@cox.net 
 
 

 
 

Teacher Events 
 

MEMBERSHIP/NEW MEMBERS Genny Rafferty  623-776-7321  raffertyhouse@msn.com 
 

PERFORMANCE PLUS  Jo Ann Smelser  602-938-3650  catluvah@aol.com 
 

SHARING PLUS   Gail Chang  602-272-4860  tritonal@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 
ASMTA PROGRAMS 

 

ARIZONA STUDY PROGRAM Carol Hill   602-242-1262  chillpiano@cox.net 
 

    Bobbi Stoutenburgh  602-439-2024  bobbist@cox.net 
 

CERTIFICATION   Angelica Prado-Stern 623-872-2643  msangie@cox.net 
 

 
 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS 
 
 

HISTORIAN   Gail Chang  602-272-4860  tritonal@gmail.com 
 

HOSPITALITY   Cheryl Studer  877-570-6502  jsgroup@ureach.com 
 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH  Mary Jo Becker  602-246-0156  mjmusic@cox.net 
   

REFERRAL SERVICE  Jim Sage   602-374-3555  jjsage@cox.net 
 

WEBSITE/TECHNOLOGY  Peggy Rostron  602-482-1438  p.rostron@cox.net 
 

YEARBOOK   Susan Traylor  602-956-2691  suszy2@aol.com 

 
 

 

 

 


